Refugee and Migration Ministry Committee
Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
Commission on Social Justice and Outreach Ministries (SJOM)
“I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35
“So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God.” Ephesians 2:17-19
The Commission is expanding the current program for refugee ministry support, based at St. Paul’s, Kennewick, into a broader understanding of the justice issues facing refugees, asylees, and migrants within this diocese.
Proposed Mission Statement: 
To share the blessings of faith, hope, and charity with the migrants and those seeking refuge or asylum among us by reaching out in ministries of hospitality and justice.
Definitions: 
Refugeee: "A person who is outside his or her country of nationality or habitual residence; has a well-founded fear of persecution because of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion; and is unable or unwilling to avail himself or herself of the protection of that country, or to return there, for fear of persecution."
 
Asylee: “An alien in the United States or at a port of entry who is found to be unable or unwilling to return to his or her country of nationality, or to seek the protection of that country because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution. Persecution or the fear thereof must be based on the alien's race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion. For persons with no nationality, the country of nationality is considered to be the country in which the alien last habitually resided. Asylees are eligible to adjust to lawful permanent resident status after one year of continuous presence in the United States.”

Migrant Worker: “A person who is engaged or has been engaged in a remunerated activity in a State of which he or she is not a national.”

The SJOM Commission has identified three areas of concern and focus:

1. Developing and maintaining a system for refugee resettlement
· Focusing on areas of need resulting from war, ethnic strife, and other forms of conflict and persecution, and utilizing the networking resources of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion, such as congregations and already-existing aid agencies including Episcopal Migration Ministries and Episcopal Relief and Development and their affiliated regional offices.

· Connecting refugees with resources within the diocese, including sponsoring congregations and families, case monitoring, and temporary housing.

· Advocating for refugees and asylees within the immigration system.
· Helping refugees and asylum seekers establish and maintain legal residence status through administrative and legal assistance or referral to already-established assisting agencies.
2. Advocating for migrant workers and immigrant families within the immigration system
· Humanitarian advocacy for temporary and/or undocumented workers, whose labor is exploited by Americans in circumstances of legal and social disadvantage for the immigrants and their children
· Advocacy within the immigration system in hardship cases.
3. Advocating and supporting U.S. citizen children of deported alien parents

· Assistance in obtaining available benefits

· Mentoring and providing material support

· Advocacy within diocese, providing assistance, education, advice and counsel to congregations within the diocese seeking to support these citizens

Contact: 

Matthew Phillips, sendmattmailhere@gmail.com
Bob Runkle, rrunkle@gmail.com 
� United Nations High Commission for Refugees - Article 1: The 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention - Questions and Answers, 2007 edition


� Webster’s on-line dictionary


� United Nations Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families





February 2010
Refugee and Migration Ministry Committee – Episcopal Diocese of Spokane
1



